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CHAPTER 3 

 

ADVERTISING AND SIGNS 

 
Art. I.   In General 

           Div. 1. Handbills,  §3-1100 - §3-1108 

           Div. 2. Sound Trucks,  §3-1200 - §3-1201 

Art. II.   Signs,  §3-2100 - §3-2116 

 

ARTICLE I.  IN GENERAL 
 

DIVISION 1.  HANDBILLS 
 

SEC. 3-1100.  PURPOSE. 
 

That to protect the people against the nuisance of an incident to the promiscuous distribution of handbills and 

circulars, particularly commercial handbills as herein defined, with the resulting detriment and danger to public health 

and safety, the public interest, convenience and necessity requires the regulation thereof and to that end the purposes of 

this ordinance are specifically declared to be as follows: 

 

(1) To protect the people against unlawful activities or operations of dissolute persons of criminal habits 

or tendencies representing themselves as solicitors, canvassers, or handbill distributors by requiring 

the registration of all such solicitors, canvassers, or handbill distributors together with the names of 

their employers. 

 

(2) To protect local residents against trespassing by solicitors, canvassers, or handbill distributors upon 

the private property of such residents if they have given reasonable notice that they do not wish to be 

solicited by such persons or do not desire to receive handbills or advertising matter. 

 

(3) To protect the people against the health and safety menace and the expense incident to the littering of 

the streets and public places by the promiscuous and uncontrolled distribution of advertising matter 

and commercial handbills. 

 

(4) To preserve to the people their constitutional right to receive and disseminate information not 

restricted under the ordinary rules of decency and good morals and public order by distinguishing 

between the nuisance created by the promiscuous distribution of advertising and commercial 

circulars and the right to deliver non-commercial handbills to all who are willing to receive the same. 

 

SEC. 3-1101.   DEFINITIONS. 
 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this ordinance have the meanings ascribed to them in 

this section, except where the content clearly indicates a different meaning. 

 

(1) Commercial handbill shall mean and include any printed or written matter, any sample or device, 

dodger, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, paper, booklet or any other printed or otherwise reproduced 

original or copies of any matter or literature: 

 

a. Which advertises for sale any merchandise, product, commodity or thing; or 

 

b. Which directs attention to any business or mercantile or commercial establishment or other 

activity for the purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interest thereof by 

sales; or 
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c.        Which directs attention to or advertises any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition, or 

event of any kind, for which an admission fee is charged for the purpose of private gain or 

profit.  The terms of this clause shall not apply where admission fee is charged or collection 

is taken up for the purpose of defraying the expenses incident to such meeting, theatrical 

performance, exhibition, or event of any kind when either of the same is held, given, or 

takes place in connection with dissemination of information which is not restricted under the 

ordinary rules of decency, good morals, public peace, safety, and good order, provided that 

nothing contained in this clause shall be deemed to authorize the holding, giving, or taking 

place of any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition or event of any kind without a 

license where such license is or may be required by any law of this state or under any 

ordinance of this City; or 

 

d. Which while containing reading material other than advertising matter, is predominately and 

essentially an advertisement and is distributed or circulated for advertising purposes or for 

the private benefit and gain of any person so engaged as advertiser or distributor; or 

 

e. Which is not covered by the definition of sign contained in this Code. 

 

(2) Handbill distributor shall mean and include any person engaging or engaged in the business for hire 

or gain of distributing commercial or non-commercial handbills other than newspapers distributed to 

subscribers thereof and any person receiving compensation, directly or indirectly, for the distribution 

of such handbills. 

 

(3) Newspaper shall mean and include any newspaper of general circulation as defined by general law, 

any newspaper duly entered with the post office department of the United States in accordance with 

federal statute or regulation, and any newspaper filed and recorded with any recording officer as 

provided by general law.  And, in addition thereof, shall mean and include any periodical or current 

magazine regularly published with not less than four (4) issues per year and sold to the public. 

 

(4) Non-commercial handbill shall mean and include any printed or written matter, any sample or 

device, dodger, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, newspaper, magazine, paper booklet or any printed or 

otherwise reproduced original or copies of any matter of literature not included in the aforesaid 

definitions of a sign, commercial handbill or newspaper. 

 

(5) Private premises shall mean and include any dwelling, house, building or other structure designed or 

used either wholly or in part for private residential purposes whether inhabited or temporarily or 

continuously uninhabited or vacant and shall include any yard, grounds, walk, driveway, porch, steps, 

vestibule, or mailbox belonging or pertinent to such dwelling, house, building or other structure. 

 

(6) Public place shall mean and include any and all streets, boulevards, avenues, lanes, alleys or other 

public ways and any and all public parks, squares, spaces, plazas, grounds, and buildings. 

 

SEC. 3-1102.   POSTING NOTICE, PLACARD, BILL, 

                ETC. PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN CASES. 
 

No person shall post, stick, stamp, paint or otherwise fix or cause  the  same  to be  done by any person,  any 

notice, placard, bill, card, poster, advertisement or other paper or device calculated to attract the attention of the public 

to or upon any sidewalk, crosswalk, curb or curbstone, flagstone, or any other portion or part of any public way or 

public place or any lamppost, electric light, telegraph, telephone pole or railway structure, hydrant, shade tree, or tree 

box or upon the piers, columns, tresses, girders, railings, gates, or other parts of any public bridge or viaduct or other 

public structure or building or upon any pole, box, or fixture of the fire alarm or police alarm system, except such as 

may be authorized or required by the laws of the United States or state and the ordinances of the City. 
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SEC. 3-1103.   THROWING HANDBILLS, BROADCAST IN 

                PUBLIC PLACES PROHIBITED. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit, place, throw, scatter or cast any commercial or non-commercial 

handbill in or upon any public places within the City and it shall be also unlawful for any person to hand out or 

distribute or sell any commercial handbill in any public place; provided, however, that it shall not be unlawful for any 

person to hand out or distribute without charge to the receiver thereof any non-commercial handbill in any public place 

to any person willing to accept such non-commercial handbill. 

 

SEC. 3-1104.   PLACING IN VEHICLES COMMERCIAL AND 

            NON-COMMERCIAL HANDBILLS. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to distribute, deposit, place, throw, scatter, or cast any commercial or non-

commercial handbill in or upon any automobile or other vehicle.  The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to 

prohibit handing, transmitting, or distributing of any non-commercial handbill to the owner or other occupant of any 

automobile or other vehicle who is willing to accept the same. 

 

SEC. 3-1105.   DISTRIBUTION ON UNINHABITED OR VACANT 

                PREMISES, PRIVATE PREMISES, OF COMMERCIAL 

OR NON-COMMERCIAL HANDBILLS. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to distribute, deposit, place, throw, scatter or cast any commercial or non-

commercial handbill in or upon any private premises which are temporarily or continuously vacant. 

 

SEC. 3-1106.  PROHIBITING DISTRIBUTION WHERE 

              PROPERLY POSTED. 
  

It shall be unlawful for any person to distribute, deposit, place, throw, scatter, or cast any commercial or non-

commercial handbill upon any premises if requested by anyone thereon not to do so, or, if there is placed on said 

premises in a conspicuous position near the entrance thereof a sign bearing the words "No Trespassing, No Peddlers or 

Agents, No Advertisement" or any similar notice indicating in any manner that the occupants of said premises do not 

desire to be molested or have their right of privacy disturbed or to have any such handbills left on such premises. 

 

SEC. 3-1107. DISTRIBUTION ON INHABITED PRIVATE PREMISES - 

COMMERCIAL OR NON-COMMERCIAL HANDBILLS. 
 

No person shall distribute, deposit, place, throw, scatter, or cast any commercial or non-commercial handbill 

in or upon any private premises which are inhabited except by handing or transmitting any such handbill directly to the 

owner, occupant, or any other person then present in or upon such private premises; provided, however, that in the case 

of inhabited private premises which are not posted as provided in this ordinance, the aforesaid licensed or other person 

unless requested by any one upon such premises not to do so, may place or deposit any such handbill in or upon such 

inhabited private premises if such handbill is so placed or deposited as to secure or prevent such handbill from being 

blown or drifted about such premises or elsewhere, except that mailboxes may not be so used when so prohibited by 

federal postal laws or regulations. 
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SEC. 3-1108.   TIME OF HOUSE TO HOUSE DISTRIBUTION 

                AND/OR SOLICITATION. 
 

No person may go from residence to residence for the purpose of distributing commercial or non-commercial 

handbills or for the purpose of soliciting business or for the purpose of soliciting charitable contributions before the 

hour of 8:00 a.m. or after the hour of 9:00 p.m. on any day. 

 

 

DIVISION 2.  SOUND TRUCKS 

 

SEC. 3-1200.    DEFINITIONS. 
  

The following words, terms and phrases when used in this ordinance, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

(1) Sound Truck.  The word sound truck as used herein shall mean any motor vehicle or animal-drawn 

vehicle having mounted thereon or attached thereto any sound amplifying equipment. 

 

(2) Sound amplifying equipment.  The words sound amplifying equipment as used herein shall mean 

any machine or device for the amplification of the human, music, or any other sound.  Sound 

amplifying equipment as used herein shall not be construed as including standard automobile radios 

when used and heard by only occupants of the vehicle in which installed or warning devices on 

authorized emergency vehicles or horns or other warning devices on other vehicles used only for 

traffic safety purposes. 

 

SEC. 3-1201.    USE OF SOUND TRUCKS. 
 

(a) Registration required.  No person shall use or cause to be used a sound truck with its sound 

amplifying equipment in operation in the City before filing a registration statement with the city clerk in writing.  This 

registration statement shall be filed in duplicate and shall state the following: 

 

(1) Name and address of the applicant; 

 

(2) Address of place of business of applicant; 

 

(3) License number and motor number of the sound truck to be used by applicant; 

 

(4) Name and address of person who owns the sound truck; 

 

(5) Name and address of person having direct charge of sound truck; 

 

(6) Names and addresses of all persons who will use or operate the sound truck; 

 

(7) The purpose for which the sound truck will be used; 

 

(8) A general statement as to the section or sections of the City in which the sound truck will be used; 

 

(9) The proposed hours of operation of the sound truck; 

 

(10) The number of days of proposed operation of the sound truck; 

 

(11) A general description of the sound amplifying equipment which is to be used; 
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(12) The maximum sound producing power of the sound amplifying equipment to be used in or on the 

sound truck.  State the following: 

a. Wattage to be used; 

b. The volume in decibels of the sound which will be produced; 

c. The appropriate maximum distance for which sound will be thrown from the sound truck. 

 

(b) Registration statement amendment.  All persons using or causing to be used sound trucks shall amend 

any registration statement filed pursuant to Section 3-1201(a) within forty-eight (48) hours after any change in the 

information therein furnished. 

 

(c) Registration and identification.  The city clerk shall return to each applicant under Section 3-1201(a) 

of this ordinance one copy of said registration statement duly certified by the city clerk as a correct copy of said 

application.  Said certified copy of the application shall be in the possession of any person operating the sound truck at 

all times while the sound truck sound amplifying equipment is in operation, and said copy shall be promptly displayed 

and shown to any police officer of the City upon request. 

 

(d) Regulations for use.  Use of sound trucks in the City with sound amplifying equipment in operation 

shall be subject to the following regulations: 

 

(1) The only sounds permitted are music or human speech. 

 

(2) Operations are permitted between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. but in no case shall exceed 

four (4) hours on any day. 

 

(3) Sound amplifying equipment shall not be operated unless the sound truck upon which such 

equipment is mounted is operated at a speed of at least ten (10) miles per hour except when said truck 

is stopped or impeded by traffic.  Where stopped by traffic the said sound amplifying equipment shall 

not be operated for longer than one (1) minute at each stop. 

 

(4) Sound shall not be issued within one hundred (100) yards of hospitals, schools, churches, or court 

houses. 

 

(5) No sound truck with its amplifying device in operation shall be operated on the following streets 

between the points designated: 

a. 7th Street from 12th Avenue to the Rock River; 

b. 16th Street from 19th Avenue to the Rock River; 

c. 15th Street Place from 16th Avenue to 19th Avenue; 

d. 19th Street from the Mississippi River to 26th Avenue; 

e. 27th Street from 26th Avenue to U.S. Route 6; 

f. River Drive from 1st Street to 25th Street; 

g. River Drive from 25th Street to 55th Street; 

h. 4th Avenue from 1st Street to 55th Street; 

i. 5th Avenue from 1st Street to 11th Street; 

j. 5th Avenue Place from 11th Street to 6th Avenue; 

k. 6th Avenue from 5th Avenue Place to 27th Street; 

l. 5th Avenue Place from 27th Street to 5th Avenue; 

m. 5th Avenue from 5th Avenue Place to 35th Street; 

n. 12th Avenue from 7th Street to East Moline City limits; 

o. 19th Avenue from 1st Street to 16th Street; 

p. 23d Avenue from 12th Street to 16th Street; 

q. Avenue of the Cities from 16th Street to East Moline City limits; 

r. 36th Avenue from 16th Street to 27th Street; 

s. 38th Avenue from 27th Street to 38th Street; and 

t. 52d Avenue from 3d Street to 27th Street. 
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(6) The volume of sound shall be controlled so that it will not be audible for a distance of seventy-five 

(75) feet or more from the sound truck and so that said volume is not unreasonably loud, raucous, 

jarring, disturbing, or a nuisance to persons within the area of audibility.  

 

(7) No sound amplifying equipment shall be operated with an excess of fifteen (15) watts of power in the 

last stage of amplification. 

 

  

ARTICLE II.   SIGNS 

 

SEC. 3-2100.  PURPOSE AND INTENT. 
 
 This ordinance is adopted for the following purposes:  to maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and 

the City’s ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to improve pedestrian and traffic safety, to 

minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private property; to enable the fair and consistent 

enforcement of these sign regulations; to assure compatibility of signs with surrounding land usage; to conserve 

property values in all districts; and to improve pedestrian and traffic safety and the recreational value thereof. 

 

 The intent of this ordinance is to provide comprehensive regulations for the regulation of signs; however, 

other ordinances of the City relate to similar matter and in some cases the regulation of signs is addressed in said 

ordinances.  Therefore, where different sections or chapters of the Moline Code of Ordinances or Moline Zoning 

Ordinance apply to subject matter addressed in this ordinance, the most restrictive provision shall govern. 

 

SEC. 3-2101.  APPLICABILITY - EFFECT. 
 

 A sign may be erected, placed, established, painted, created, or maintained in the City only in conformance 

with the standards, procedures, exemptions, and other requirements of this ordinance.  The effect of this ordinance, as 

more specifically set forth herein, is: 

 

 (1) To establish a permit system to allow a variety of types of signs in commercial and industrial zones, 

and a limited variety of signs in other zones, subject to the standards and the permit procedures of 

this ordinance; 

 

 (2) To allow certain signs that are small, unobtrusive, and incidental to the principal use of the respective 

lots on which they are located, subject to the substantive requirements of this ordinance, but without 

a requirement for permits; 

 

 (3) To prohibit all signs not expressly permitted by this ordinance; and 

 

 (4) To provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this ordinance. 

    

SEC. 3-2102.  DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION. 
 
 Words and phrases used in this ordinance shall have the meanings set forth in this section.  Words and 

phrases not defined in this section but defined in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Moline shall be given the 

meanings set forth in such ordinance.  Principles for computing sign area and sign height are contained in Sec. 3-2106 

of this ordinance.  All other words and phrases shall be given their common, ordinary meaning, unless the context 

clearly requires otherwise.  Section headings or captions are for reference purposes only and shall not be used in the 

interpretation of this ordinance. 

 

 (1) Administrator.  The Zoning Administrator of the City or his or her designee as defined in the 

Zoning and Land Development Code of the City of Moline. 
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 (2) Animated Sign.  Any sign that uses or displays movement, change of lighting, audio, video, or 

image sequences to depict action or create a special effect or scene.   

 

 (3) Banner.  Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole, building, or 

wall structure by one or more edges. 

 

 (4) Beacon.  Any light with one or more beams directed into the atmosphere or directed at one or more 

points not on the same lot of record as the light source; also, any light with one or more beams that 

rotate or move. 

 

 (5) Building Marker.  Any sign indicating the name of a building and date and incidental information 

about its construction, which sign is cut into a masonry surface or made of bronze or other permanent 

material. 

 

 (6) Building Sign.  Any sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a freestanding sign. 

 

 (7) Canopy Sign.  Any sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or 

structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window or outdoor service area.  A marquee is not 

a canopy. 

 

 (8) Changeable Copy Sign.  A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be 

changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign.  A sign on which the 

message changes more than once per day shall be considered an animated sign and not a changeable 

copy sign for purposes of this ordinance.   

 

 (9) Commercial Message.  Any sign wording, logo or other representation that, directly or indirectly, 

names, advertises or calls attention to a business, product, service or other commercial activity. 

 

 (10) Flag.  The flag of the United States, the State of Illinois, the City of Moline, foreign nations having 

diplomatic relations with the United states, and any other flag adopted or sanctioned by an elected 

legislative body of competent jurisdiction, provided that such a flag shall not exceed 60 square feet in 

area and shall not be flown from a pole the top of which is more than 40 in height.  Any flag not 

included above shall be considered a sign and shall be subject to regulation as such. 

 

 (11) Freestanding Sign.  Any sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, or anchored in, 

the ground and that are independent from any building or other structure. 

 

 (12) Identification Sign.  A sign that has only the name and address of the occupant. 

 

 (13) Illumination, Exposed Bulbs or Neon, Sign.   A sign with one or more faces that are composed of  

or illuminated by one or more light sources of any type such that the source(s) of illumination itself is 

intended to be directly visible as a part of the sign face itself. 

 

 (14) Illumination, External, Sign.   A sign with one or more faces that are  illuminated by one or more 

light sources located in front of and shining directly upon the face(s) such that the source(s) of 

illumination itself is not intended to, but may nonetheless, be directly visible apart from the sign. 

 

 (15) Illumination, Internal,  Sign.   A sign with one or more faces that are illuminated by one or more 

light sources located behind the face(s) and within the sign structure such that the source(s) of 

illumination itself is not directly visible from outside of the sign structure. 

 

 (16) Incidental Sign.  A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary to the use of the lot 

of record on which it is located, such as “no parking,” “entrance,” “loading only,” “telephone,” and 
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other similar directives.  No sign with a commercial message legible from a position off the lot of 

record on which the sign is located shall be considered incidental. 

 

 (17) Licensing Agreement.  An agreement made between the City and a property owner or tenant for the 

purpose of temporarily licensing the use of a portion of City right-of-way (i.e., for a projecting sign 

that overhangs right-of-way).  Said agreements shall be in accordance with and subject to City code 

and state laws. 

 

 (18) Lot.  Any piece or parcel of land or a portion of a subdivision, the boundaries of which have been 

established by some legal instrument of record, that is recognized and intended as a unit for the 

purpose of transfer of ownership, and recorded with the Recorder of Deeds of Rock Island County, 

Illinois in accordance with state law. 

 

 (19) Lot of Record.  An area of land designated as a lot on a plat recorded with the Recorder of Deeds of 

Rock Island County, Illinois, in accordance with State law.  A lot of record shall not include a lease 

holding parcel nor lots that are combined or split by the County Tax Assessor strictly for taxation 

purposes. 

 

 (20) Marquee.   Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or extending along and 

projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and constructed to provide protection 

from the weather. 

 

 (21) Marquee Sign.  Any sign attached to, in any manner, or made a part of a marquee. 

 

 (22) Non-conforming Sign.   Any sign that does not conform to the requirements of  this ordinance. 

 

 (23) Pennant.   Any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not containing a message of 

any kind, suspended from a rope, wire or string, usually in series, designed to move in the wind. 

 

 (24) Person.   Person shall mean that definition provided in Sec. 1-1101 of the City of Moline Code of     

Ordinances. 

 

 (25) Portable Sign.   Any sign designed and manufactured or constructed to be self-supporting, self-

contained, portable, and not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent structure; 

including signs designed to be transported, but not limited to, signs designed to be transported by 

means of wheels; signs converted to A- or T-frames; menu and sandwich board signs; balloons used 

as signs; umbrellas used for advertising; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked and 

visible from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day operations 

of the business. 

 

 (26) Principal Building.   The building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot of record on 

which it is located.  Lots of record with multiple principal uses may have multiple principal 

buildings, but storage buildings, garages and other clearly accessory structures and uses shall not be 

considered principal buildings. 

 

 (27) Projecting Sign.   Any sign affixed to a building or wall in such a manner that its leading edge 

extends more than six inches (6") beyond the surface of such building or wall. 

 

 (28) Residential Sign.  Any sign located in a district zoned for residential uses that contains no 

commercial message except advertising for goods or services legally offered on the premises where 

the sign is located, if offering such service at such location conforms with all requirements of the 

zoning ordinance. 
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 (29) Roof Sign.  Any sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the roof of a building, supported by 

the roof structure, and extending vertically above the  highest portion of the roof. 

 

 (30) Roof Sign, Integral.   Any sign erected or constructed as an integral or essentially integral part of a 

normal roof structure of any design, such that no part of the sign extends vertically above the highest 

portion of the roof and such that no part of the sign is separated from the rest of the roof by a space of 

more than six inches (6"). 

 

 (31) Setback.   The distance from the property line to the nearest part of the applicable building, structure 

or sign, measured perpendicularly to the property line. 

 

 (32) Sign.   Any device, fixture, placard or structure that uses any color, form, graphic, illumination, 

symbol or writing to advertise, announce the purpose of, or identify the purposes of a person or 

entity, or to communicate information of any kind to the public. 

 

 (33) Spacing.  The distance between the nearest parts of two signs which are on the same lot or on 

adjacent lots,  

 

 (34) Spinner.   A device, or series of devices, that have the capability to achieve rotational movement by 

wind or other means. 

 

 (35) Streamer.   A flag, pennant, or long narrow strip that flows via the wind. 

 

 (36) Street.   A strip of land or way subject to vehicular traffic (as well as pedestrian  traffic) that provides 

direct or indirect access to property, including, but not limited to, public alleys, avenues, boulevards, 

courts, drives, highways, lanes, places, roads, terraces, trails or other public thoroughfares and similar 

private ways as approved and recognized by the City. 

 

 (37) Street Frontage.  The distance for which a lot line of a lot of record adjoins a  public street, from 

one lot line (see definition of “lot line” in Sec. 35-1102 of the City of Moline Code of Ordinances) 

intersecting said streets to the furthest distant lot line intersecting the same street. 

 

 (38) Suspended Sign.   A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface and is 

supported by such surface. 

 

 (39) Temporary Sign.   Any sign that is used only temporarily and is designed to be  affixed, mounted, or 

installed to a wall, pole, or other mounting or support structure for purposes of non-permanent 

display. 

 

 (40) Wall Sign.   Any sign attached parallel to, but within six (6) inches of, a wall, painted on the wall 

surface of, or erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any building or structure, 

which is supported by such wall or building, and which displays only one sign surface. 

  

 (41) Window Sign.   Any sign, picture, symbol or combination thereof, designed to communicate 

information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale or service, that is placed inside a 

window or upon the window panes or glass and is visible from the exterior of the window. 

 

SEC. 3-2103. SIGNS EXEMPT FROM REGULATION UNDER THIS ORDINANCE. 
 

 The following signs shall be exempt from regulation under this ordinance: 

 

 (1) Emergency warning signs erected by a governmental agency, a public utility company, or a 

contractor doing authorized or permitted work within the public right-of-way. 
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 (2) Informational signs of a public utility regarding its poles, lines, pipes, or facilities. 

   

 (3) Any other public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable federal, state or local law, 

regulation or ordinance. 
 

 (4) Traffic control signs on public or private property, such as Stop, Yield and similar signs, the face of 

which meets Department of Transportation standards and which contain no commercial message of 

any sort. 
 

 (5) Transit signs erected by a public transit authority. 
 

 (6) Any sign inside a building, not attached to a window or door, that is not legible from a distance of 

more than three (3) feet beyond the lot line of the lot of record or parcel on which such sign is 

located. 
 

 (7) Works of art that do not include a verbal or textual message. 
 

 (8) Holiday lights and decorations which are not displayed for a total period exceeding six (6) weeks 

during any calendar year. 
 

 (9) Handbills, which are regulated in Sec. 3-1100 et. seq. of the Moline Code of  Ordinances. 
 

(10) Signs of any type directly associated with an approved Special Event in accord with City policy and 

procedure for Special Events located in the area in which the Special Event takes place that are put 

up no more than fifteen (15) days prior to the event and taken down no more than forty-eight (48) 

hours after the end of the event. 

 

SEC. 3-2104. SIGNS PROHIBITED UNDER THIS ORDINANCE. 
 

 All signs not expressly permitted under this ordinance or exempt from regulation hereunder in accordance 

with the previous section are prohibited in the City.  Such signs include, but are not limited to: 
 

 (1) Except for traffic warning devices, signs which incorporate in any manner moving, oscillating or 

revolving lights, or signs with flashing lights having a change frequency more than once per day. 
 

 (2) Any revolving sign with a rotation frequency more than eight (8) revolutions per minute. 
 

 (3) Animated signs. 

 

 (4) Pennants, spinners and streamers, inflatable signs, tethered balloons, and banners that do not conform 

with the definition of a “banner” as provided in Section 3-2102 of this Code, except where such signs 

are displayed during one temporary occurrence not to exceed seven (7) consecutive days per calendar 

year. 
 

 (5) Portable signs, except as provided in Table 3-2105.2 of this Code.  
 

 (6) String lights other than holiday decorations. 
 

 (7) Signs that are designed to achieve movement by action of normal wind currents. 
 

 (8) Any sign or structure that: 
 

 a. is structurally unsafe; 

 b. constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or 

abandonment; 

c. is not kept in good repair; or 

d. is capable of causing electrical shocks to person likely to come in contact with it. 
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(9) Any sign that obstructs free ingress or egress from a required door, window, fire escape or other 

required exit-way. 
 

(10) Any sign unlawfully installed, erected or maintained. 

 

SEC. 3-2105.  SIGNS ALLOWED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITH AND WITHOUT  

    PERMITS. 
 

 (1) Signs shall be allowed on private property in the City in accordance with, and only in accordance 

with, Table 3-2105.1.  If the letters “NP” appear for a sign type in a column, such sign is allowed 

without prior permit approval in the zoning districts represented by that column.  If the letters “SP” 

appear for a sign type in a column, such sign is allowed only with prior permit approval in the zoning 

districts represented by that column.  Special conditions may apply in some cases.  If the letters “NO” 

appear for a sign type in a column, such a sign is not allowed in the zoning districts represented by 

that column under any circumstances. 
 

 (2) Although permitted under the previous paragraph, a sign designated “NP” or “SP” in Table 3-2105.1 

shall be allowed only if: 
 

 a. The sum of the area of all building and freestanding signs on the lot of record conforms with 

the maximum permitted sign area as determined by the formula for the zoning district in 

which the lot is located as specified in Table 3-2105.2; 
 

  b. The size, location, and number of signs on the lot conform with the requirements of Table 3-

2105.2, which establishes permitted sign dimensions by sign type, and with any additional 

limitations listed in Tables 3-2105.1 and 3-2105.3; 
 

 c. The characteristics of the sign conform with the limitations of Table 3-2105.1, and with any 

additional limitations on characteristics listed in Table 3-2105.3. 
 

 (3)  Where any provision of this ordinance conflicts with the regulations or standards of an adopted 

zoning or design overlay district, the provisions of the overlay district shall prevail. 

 
A KEY TO TABLES 3-2105.1 THROUGH 3-2105.3 

On the tables in this ordinance, the headings have the following meanings, which correspond with the zoning 
districts in the Zoning and Land Development Code of the City of Moline. 
 
RS Residential, One to Six-Family Districts (R-2, R-4); 

and Resource Districts: Conservation/Agriculture 
(C-2, AG-2)  

R-6 Multi-Family Residence District 
R-7 Mobile Home/Park District 
INS* Institutional & Nonconforming Uses Permitted in 

Residential Districts  
B-1 Neighborhood Business District 

 
 NC   Neighborhood Center District 
 B-2   Central Business District 
 B-3   Community Business District 
 B-4   Highway/Intensive Business District 
 O-1   Office District  
 ORT  Office/Research Park and Technology District 
 I-1   Light Industrial District 

 I-2   General Industrial District   

*  This is not a zoning district but applies to institutional uses permitted under the zoning ordinance in residen- 
    tial districts(i.e. churches, schools, cemeteries).  Also applies to lawful nonconforming uses in residential districts (i.e. neighborhood 

businesses) but does not apply to home occupations. 
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TABLE 3-2105.1  SIGNS ALLOWED BY TYPE, CHARACTERISTICS AND ZONING DISTRICT  

Sign Type
a
 

All 
RS 

R-6 R-7 INS 
B-1 
NC 

B-2 
B-3 

B-4 O-1 
I-1 

ORT 
I-2 

           
Freestanding           

Banner
g
 NO SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP 

Residential
b
 NP NP NP NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 

Other NO SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP 
Incidental NO NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 
Temporary

f
 NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

           
Building           

Banner
g
 NO SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP 

Building Marker NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 
Canopy NO NO NO NO SP SP SP SP SP SP 
Identification NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 
Incidental NO NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 
Marquee

c
 NO NO NO NO NO SP SP NO NO NO 

Projecting
c
 NO NO NO NO SP SP SP SP SP SP 

Residential NP NP NP NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
Roof NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
Roof, Integral NO NO NO NO NO SP SP NO SP NO 
Suspended

c
 NO NO NO NP NO NO NO NO NO NO 

Temporary
d
 NP NP NP NP SP SP SP SP SP SP 

Wall NO NO NO NP SP SP SP SP SP SP 
Window, Temporary NP NP NP NP SP SP SP SP SP NO 

           
Miscellaneous           

Flag NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 
           
Characteristics           

Changeable Copy NO NO NO SP NO SP SP SP SP SP 
Illumination, Internal

e
 NO NO NO SP SP SP SP SP SP SP 

Illumination, External
e
 NO SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP SP 

Illumination, Exposed 
Bulbs or Neon 

NO NO NO NO NO SP SP SP SP NO 

NP=Allowed without sign permit            SP = Allowed only with sign permit     NO = Not allowed 
  

a. See Section 3-2102 for complete definition of each sign type. 

b. Includes Temporary Signs. 

c. If such a sign is suspended or projects above a public right-of-way, the issuance and continuation of a sign permit shall be 

conditioned upon the sign owner obtaining and maintaining a valid license agreement from the City Council. 

d. Temporary signs on private property shall be limited to those that are directly associated with a temporary use as 

authorized in Zoning Ordinance of the City of Moline.  Such signage shall be allowed only in accordance with signage 

standards for the authorized temporary use as identified in the zoning ordinance and this ordinance 

e. No direct light or significant glare from the sign shall be cast onto any adjacent lot of record that is zoned and used for 

residential purposes. 

f. Each non-residentially zoned lot of record is permitted one (1) temporary sign per street frontage.  Said sign shall not 

exceed twelve (12) sq. ft., shall have a minimum setback of two (2) feet, and shall not be displayed for more than one 

hundred eighty (180) days.  Temporary signs shall not require a sign permit and shall not count towards a non-

residentially zoned lot of record’s total signage allotment. 

g. Banners shall not be displayed for more than sixty (60) days. 
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TABLE 3-2105.2  TOTAL SIGN AREA PER LOT OF RECORD BY ZONING DISTRICT 

 R-2 R-4 R-6 INS R-7 
B-1 
NC 

B-2 
B-3 

B-4 0-1 
I-1 

ORT 

 
I-2 

 
On a Lot of Record with a single principal building, the maximum total area of all signs (except incidental, building marker, and 
identification signs, and flags) shall be the average of the following two computations.  For each additional principal building on  
the Lot of Record, the maximum total area of all additional signs (except incidental, building marker, and identification signs, and 
flags) shall not exceed the lesser of the area as computed in rows 1 and 2. 

1.  Square Feet of Signage 
as a Percentage of Ground 
Floor area of Principal  
Building. 

 
NA 

 
NA 

 
NA 

 
NA 

 
NA 

 
4% 
 

 
6% 
 

 
8% 
 

 
4% 
 

 
8% 
 

 
2% 
 

2.  Square Feet of Signage 
Per Linear Foot of Street 
Frontage Per Lot of  
Record.

 

 
NA 

 
NA 

 
.5 
 

 
.5 
 

 
.5 
 

 
2.0 
 

 
3.0 
 

 
4.0 
 

 
2.0 
 

 
4.0 
 

 
NA 

Individual sign dimensions shall be as follows: 
Freestanding  

Sign dimensions for Lots 
of Record with street 
frontages less than 100 
feet. 

           

Max. Area (sq. ft.) 6 6 e e e e e e e e e 

Max. Height (feet) 5 5 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 

Min. Setback (feet)
a
 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Min. Spacing (feet) 50 50 40 40 50 50 50 75 50 75 75 

            
Sign dimensions for Lots 
of Record with street  
frontages of 100 feet or 
greater. 

           

Max. Area (sq. ft.) 6 6 24 40 12 60 110 225 60 225 225 

Max. Height (feet) 5 5 12 12 5 12 24 36 12 36 24 

Min. Setback (feet)
a
 2 2 5 5 2 5 5 5 5 10 10 

Min. Spacing (feet) 50 50 75 75 50 75 100 150 75 150 150 

            
Additional feet of street 
frontage after first 100 
required for a second sign

b,f
 

NA NA 300 NA 300 NA 100 300 300 300 700 

            
Additional increment of street  
frontage thereafter required 
for each additional sign

f
 

NA NA 200 NA 200 NA 100 200 200 200 400 

            
Building

c
  

Area (max. sq. ft.) 2 2 2 10 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Wall Area (percent)
d
 NA NA NA NA 10% 10% 10% 20% 10% 20% 5% 

 

a. In addition to the setback requirements on this table, signs shall be located such that there is at every street 

intersection a clear view between heights of three (3) feet and ten (10) feet in a triangle formed by the corner 

and points on the curb twenty-five (25) feet from the intersection or entranceway. 

b. Lots fronting on two or more streets are allowed the permitted signage for each street frontage, but signage 

cannot be accumulated and used on one street in excess of that allowed for lots with only one street frontage.   

c. Allowed signs may be placed on any façade of the building with the exception that wall signs shall not be 

located on walls that face immediately abutting residentially zoned property, including those across an alley, 

but not across a public street. 

d. The percentage figure here shall mean the percentage of the area of the wall of which such sign is a part or to 

which each such sign is more nearly parallel. 

e. Maximum freestanding sign area for Lots of Record with street frontages less than one hundred (100) feet shall 

be determined on a basis whereby the maximum sign face area is directly proportional to the subject lot of 

record’s street frontage as a percentage of one hundred (100) feet multiplied by maximum amount of sign face 

area allowed for a lot of record with 100 feet or greater in the same zoning district as identified in Table 3-
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2105.2 (e.g. a lot of record with seventy-five (75) feet frontage in a B-2 zoning district would be allowed up to 

83 sq. ft. of sign face (.75 x 110 sq. ft = 82.5 sq. ft.). 

f. Lots of record with sufficient street frontage for two (2) or more signs may elect to increase the size of the 

initial freestanding sign by up to fifty percent (50%) in exchange for the ability to install an additional sign. 

 

Note:  NA = Not Applicable 
 

 
TABLE 3-2105.3   ALLOWED NUMBER AND DIMENSIONS BY SIGN TYPE 

 LOCATION/TYPE 
NUMBER 

ALLOWED 

MAXIMUM SIGN 
AREA AND/OR 

HEIGHT 

 
VERTICAL CLEARANCE 

 

From Sidewalk, 
Private Drive 

or Parking 

From 
Public 
Street 

Freestanding 

Banner 1 per 400 feet of lot 
frontage not to 
exceed 2 per 
frontage.

a
 

36 square feet 9 feet 12 feet 

Residential, 
Other, and 
Incidental 

See Table 3-
2105.2 

See Table 3-
2105.2 

NA NA 

 

Building 

Banner See Table 3-
2105.2 

See Table 3-
2105.2 

9 feet 12 feet 

Building Marker 1 per building 4 square feet NA NA 

Canopy 1 per building 25% of vertical 
surface of canopy 

9 feet 12 feet 

Identification 1 per building face 2 square feet NA NA 

Incidental NA NA NA NA 

Marquee 1 per building NA 9 feet 12 feet 

Projecting 1 per building 40 square feet 9 feet 12 feet 

Residential 1 per lot of record NA NA NA 

Roof, Integral 2 per principal 
building 

NA NA NA 

Suspended 1 per entrance NA 9 feet NA 

Temporary
b
 NA NA NA NA 

Wall NA NA NA NA 

Window NA 25% of total ground 
floor window area 

NA NA 

Miscellaneous 

Banner See Table 3-
2105.2 

See Table 3-
2105.2 

9 feet 12 feet 

Flag NA 60 square feet 9 feet 12 feet 

Portable
c
 1 per entrance 9 square feet and 

42 inches in height 
NA NA 

a.  Any lot with a changeable copy freestanding sign shall be limited to one (1) banner per frontage regardless of the 

amount of frontage. 

b. Temporary signs on private property shall be limited to those that are directly associated with a temporary use as 

authorized in zoning ordinance of the City of Moline.  Such signage shall be allowed only in accordance with 

signage standards for the authorized temporary use as identified in the zoning ordinance and this ordinance. 
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c. Portable signs shall be displayed during business hours only in non-residential zoning districts and are prohibited 

in residential and resource zoning districts. 

 

 Note:  NA = Not Applicable. 

 

SEC. 3-2106. COMPUTATIONS. 
 

 The following principles shall control the computation of sign area and sign height. 

 

 (1) Computation of Area of Individual Signs.  The area of a sign face (which is also the sign area of a 

wall sign or other sign with only one (1) face) shall be computed by means of the smallest square, 

circle, rectangle, triangle or combination thereof that will encompass the extreme limits of the 

writing, representation, emblem or other display, together with any material or color forming an 

integral part of the background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or 

structure against which it is placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing or 

decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets zoning ordinance regulations and 

is clearly incidental to the display itself.  In determining the sign area for a monument-style 

freestanding sign, the sign structure or base shall not be included in the calculation of the sign area.  

  

 (2) Computation of Area of Multifaced Signs.  The sign area for a sign with more than one (1) face 

shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces visible from any one point.  When two 

(2) identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot be viewed from any point at 

the same time, and when such sign faces are part of the same sign structure and are not more than 

forty-two (42) inches apart, the sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one (1) of the 

faces. 

 

 (3) Computation of Height.  The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base of the 

sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign.  Normal grade shall be 

construed to be the lower of:  1) existing grade prior to construction, or 2) the newly established 

grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding or excavating solely for the 

purpose of locating the sign.  In cases in which the normal grade cannot reasonably be determined, 

sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the normal grade at the base of 

the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public street or the grade of the 

land at the principal entrance to the principal structure on the zoning lot, whichever is lower.  The 

height limits contained in this ordinance pertain to the sign itself, but in no case shall any portion of 

the structure to which a freestanding sign is attached extend more than two (2) feet higher than the 

permitted height of the sign. 

 

 (4) Computation of Maximum Total Permitted Sign Area for a Lot of Record.  The permitted sum 

of the area of all individual signs on a lot of record shall be computed by applying the formula 

contained in Table 3-2105.2, Maximum Total Sign Area, to the lot frontage, building frontage, or 

wall area, as appropriate, for the zoning district in which the lot is located.  Lots fronting on two (2) 

or more streets are allowed the permitted sign area for each street frontage.  However, the total sign 

area that is oriented toward a particular street may not exceed the portion of the lot’s total sign area 

allocation that is derived from the lot, building or wall area frontage on that street. 

 

SEC. 3-2107.  DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE. 
 
 All signs shall be designed, constructed, and maintained at all times in accordance with the following 

standards: 

 

(1) The applicable provisions of the adopted building and electrical codes of the City. 
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(2) Except for banners, flags, temporary signs and window signs conforming in all respects with the 

requirements of this ordinance, all signs shall be constructed of permanent materials and shall be 

permanently attached to the ground, a building or another structure by direct attachment to a rigid 

wall, frame or structure. 

 

(3) Banners shall not be used as a substitute for a permanent sign and must be maintained or replaced as 

necessary to remain securely fastened and free of tears, frayed edges, damage, or deterioration. 

 

SEC. 3-2108. SIGNS IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
 

No signs shall be allowed in the public right-of-way, except for the following: 

 

 (1) Permanent signs, including: 

 

 a. Public signs erected by or on behalf of a governmental body to post legal notices, identify 

public property, convey information to the public, and direct or regulate pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic; 

 

 b. Transit signs erected by a public transit authority; 

 

 c. Informational signs of a public utility regarding its poles, lines, pipes, or facilities; and 

 

 d. Awning, projecting, and suspended signs projecting over a public right-of-way in 

conformity with the conditions of Table 3-2105.1 of this ordinance and only after approval 

of a licensing agreement by the City Council and compliance with all City codes, policies, 

rules, and regulations pertaining to right-of-way restrictions and encroachments, and shall 

include, but not be limited to, proof of insurance for said licensing agreements as per City 

requirements with the City listed as an insured in an amount as established, from time to 

time, by the City Council. 

 

 (2) Emergency warning signs erected by a governmental agency, a public utility company, or a 

contractor doing authorized or permitted work within the public right-of-way. 

 

 (3) Any sign installed or placed on public property, except in conformance with the  requirements of this 

section, shall be removed from the public right-of-way and kept in the possession of the City for a 

period of at least thirty (30) days during which time the City shall attempt to contact the owner of 

such a confiscated sign for the purpose of notifying the owner that the sign has been confiscated and 

may be retrieved by the owner from the City.  If the owner of said confiscated sign fails to retrieve 

their sign within thirty (30) days, the City may discard any such confiscated signs without further 

notice to said sign owner.  In addition to other remedies hereunder, the City shall have the right to 

recover from the owner or person placing such a sign the full costs of removal and disposal of such 

sign. 

 

SEC. 3-2109. MASTER AND UNIFORM SIGNAGE PLANS. 
 

 No permit shall be issued for an individual sign requiring a permit unless and until a Master Signage Plan or a 

Uniform Signage Plan for the lot of record on which the sign will be erected has been submitted to the administrator 

and approved by the administrator as conforming with this section. 

 

 (1)  Master Signage Plan.  For any lot of record on which the owner proposes to erect one or more signs 

requiring a permit, unless such lot of record is included in a Uniform Signage Plan, the owner shall 

submit to the administrator a Master Signage Plan containing the following: 
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a.  An accurate site plan of the lot of record, at such scale as the administrator may reasonably 

require including, but not limited to:  the location of buildings, parking lots, driveways, and 

landscaped areas; 

 

b.  Computation of the maximum total sign area, the maximum area for individual signs, the 

height of signs and the number of freestanding signs allowed on the lot of record(s) included 

in the plan under this ordinance; and 

 

   c.  An accurate indication on the plot plan of the proposed location of each present and future 

sign of any type, whether requiring a permit or not, except that incidental signs need not be 

shown. 

 

 (2)  Uniform Signage Plan.  The owners of two (2) or more contiguous (disregarding intervening streets 

and alleys) Lots of Record, or the owner of a single lot with more than one principal building or one 

(1) principal building with multiple tenants, may file with the administrator a Uniform Signage Plan 

for such Lots of Record.  If the Uniform Signage Plan conforms with the provisions of this section, a 

twenty-five (25) percent increase in the maximum total sign area shall be allowed for each included 

lot of record, in accordance with the following: 

 

a.  The bonus area shall be allocated within each lot of record as the owner(s) elects. 

 

 b.  The number of freestanding signs may be computed based on the total feet of street frontage 

of all Lots of Record that are a part of the Uniform Signage Plan. 

 

c.  Regardless of how the bonus is distributed, no individual sign shall exceed fifty percent 

(50%) percent more area than it would otherwise have been allowed had it not been a part of 

a Uniform Signage Plan. 

 

 (3)  Provisions of Uniform Signage Plan.  The Uniform Signage Plan shall contain all of the 

information required for a Master Signage Plan and shall also specify standards for consistency 

among all signs on the Lots of Record affected by the Plan with regard to: 

 

a.  Color scheme; 

b.  Lettering or graphic style; 

c.  Lighting; 

d.  Location of each sign on the buildings; 

e.  Material; and 

f.  Sign proportions. 

 

 (4)  Showing Window Signs on Uniform or Master Signage Plan.  A Uniform Signage Plan or Master 

Signage Plan including window signs may simply indicate the areas of the windows to be covered by 

window signs and the general type of the window signs (e.g., paper affixed to window, painted, etched 

on glass, or some other material hung inside window) and need not specify the exact dimension or 

nature of every window sign. 

 

 (5)  Limit on Number of Freestanding Signs Under Uniform Signage Plan.  The Uniform Signage Plan, 

for all Lots of Record with multiple uses or multiple users, shall limit the number of freestanding signs 

to a total of one (1) for each street on which the Lots of Record included in the plan have frontage and 

shall provide for shared or common usage of such signs. 

 

 (6)  Other Provisions of Master or Uniform Signage Plans.  The Master or Uniform Signage Plan may 

contain such other elements or standards of consistency as the owners of the Lots of Record may 

reasonably determine, provided, that the most restrictive requirements shall apply. 
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 (7)  Consent.  The Master or Uniform Signage Plan shall be signed by all owners or their authorized agents 

in such form as the administrator shall require. 

 

 (8)  Amendment.  A Master or Uniform Signage Plan may be amended by filing a new Master or Uniform 

Signage Plan that conforms with all requirements of the ordinance then in effect. 

 

 (9)  Existing Signs Not Conforming to Uniform Signage Plan.  If any new or amended Uniform Signage 

Plan is filed for a property on which existing non-conforming signs are located, it shall include a 

schedule for bringing into conformance, within seven (7) years, all signs not conforming to the 

proposed amended plan or to the requirements of this ordinance in effect on the date of submission. 

 

 (10) Binding Effect.  After approval of a Master or Uniform Signage Plan, no sign shall be erected, placed, 

painted or maintained, except in conformance with such plan, and such plan may be enforced in the 

same way as any provision of this ordinance.  In case of any conflict between the provisions of such a 

plan and any other provision of this ordinance, the ordinance shall control. 

 

SEC. 3-2110.  SIGN PERMITS. 
 

 If a sign requiring a permit under the provisions of this ordinance is to be placed, constructed, erected or 

modified on a lot of record, the owner of the lot shall secure a sign permit prior to the construction, placement, erection 

or modification of such a sign in accordance with the requirements of this section.  The following procedures shall 

govern the application for, and issuance of, all sign permits under this ordinance, and the submission and review 

of Uniform Signage Plans and Master Signage Plans. 

 

 (1)  Applicability.  Sign permits shall be required for all of the following: 

 

   a. Any sign type shown on Table 3-2105.1 as requiring a sign permit. 

 

   b. Any modification of an existing sign that includes: 

 

1. A change in the materials, size, shape or location of the sign.  This shall not include 

a material change in the sign face or message panel area, but shall not include a 

change in message or graphic only. 

2. Any change, other than a sign face, that results in an expenditure of twenty-five 

percent (25%) or more of the existing value of the sign. 

3. A change in any supporting or mounting component of an existing sign (such as 

poles and brackets) that requires a building permit as per the adopted building code. 

4. A change in the electrical service to an existing sign that requires an electrical 

permit as per the adopted electrical code. 

 

   c. A change of the approved Master or Uniform Signage Plan. 

 
 (2)  Exemptions.  The following signs are exempt from having to receive a sign permit: 

    

   a. Signs that are exempt from the provisions of this ordinance as per Sec. 3-2103. 

 

   b. Any sign type shown on Table 3-2105.1 as being allowed but not requiring a sign permit, or 

any modification to such an existing sign type providing that once modified, the existing 

sign conforms with all applicable provisions of this ordinance.   

 

   c. Any routine maintenance, repairs or repainting of an existing sign and any supporting or 

mounting components (such as poles and brackets) provided: 

 

1. There is no change in the size, shape or location of the sign; and  
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2. The cost of the repairs is less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the existing value 

of the sign. 

 

 (3) Applications.  All applications for sign permits of any kind and for approval of a Master or Uniform 

Signage Plan shall be submitted to the administrator on an application form or in accordance with 

application specifications published by the administrator. 

 

 (4)  Fees.  Each application for a sign permit or for approval of a Master or Uniform Signage Plan shall 

be accompanied by the applicable fees, which shall be established by the City Council from time to 

time by resolution. 

 

 (5)  Completeness.  Within three (3) days of receiving an application for a sign permit or for a Uniform 

Master Signage Plan, the administrator shall review it for completeness.  If the administrator finds 

that it is incomplete, the administrator shall, within such three- (3-)day period, send to the applicant a 

notice of the specific ways in which the application is deficient, with appropriate references to the 

applicable sections of this ordinance. 

 

 (6)  Criteria for Approval.  The administrator shall review each application for a sign permit or Master 

or Uniform Signage Plan for consistency with the following criteria: 

  

   a. Conformance with all applicable provisions of this ordinance; 

 

   b. If the permit is for an individual sign, conformance with the approved Master or Uniform 

Signage Plan; 

 

   c. Conformance with all conditions or provisions included in any applicable approved 

Temporary Use Permit, Special Use Permit, Conditional Use Permit, Planned Unit 

Development, Development Agreement, Licensing Agreement, Annexation Agreement, or 

Sign Variance; and 

 

   d. Conformance with all requirements of any applicable adopted zoning or design overlay 

district. 

 

 (7)  Action on Sign Permit Application.  Within five (5) days of the submission of a complete 

application for a sign permit, the administrator shall either: 

 

   a. Issue the sign permit, if the sign(s) that is the subject of the application  conforms in every 

respect with the requirements of this ordinance and of the applicable Master or Uniform 

Signage Plan; or 

 

   b. Reject the sign permit if the sign(s) that is the subject of the application fails in any way to 

conform with the requirements of this ordinance or the applicable Master or Uniform 

Signage Plan.  In case of a rejection, the administrator shall specify in the rejection the 

section or sections of the ordinance or applicable plan with which the sign(s) is inconsistent. 

 

 (8)  Action on Master or Uniform Signage Plan Application.  Within ten (10) days of  the submission 

of a complete application for a Master or Uniform Signage Plan, the administrator shall either:  

 

   a. Approve the proposed plan if the sign(s) as shown on the plan and the plan itself conforms 

in every respect with the requirements of this ordinance; or 

 

   b. Reject the proposed plan if the sign(s) as shown on the plan or the plan itself fails in any 

way to conform with the requirements of this ordinance.  In case of a rejection, the 
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administrator shall specify in the rejection the section or sections of the ordinance with 

which the plan is inconsistent. 

 

 (9)  Other Permits Required.  Upon approval of a sign permit, a building and/or electrical permit may 

also be required as per adopted codes.  In such cases, neither a building nor electrical permit will be 

issued until the sign permit is first approved, and all required permits must be obtained prior to 

installation or modification of the subject sign. 

 

 (10) Inspection.  The administrator shall inspect all signs issued a sign permit within six (6) months of 

issuance or at such earlier date as the owner may request but in any event, prior to passage of a final 

inspection or issuance of a certificate of occupancy of any related structures.  If the construction is 

not substantially complete at the time of inspection, the permit shall lapse and become void.  If the 

construction is substantially complete but not in full compliance with this ordinance and applicable 

codes, the administrator shall give the owner an additional thirty (30) days from the date of 

inspection for the deficiencies to be corrected.  If the deficiencies are not corrected by such date, the 

permit shall lapse and the administrator may initiate enforcement actions as provided for in this 

ordinance and elsewhere in the Moline Code of Ordinances. 

 

 (11) Validity of Sign Permits.  Approved sign permits shall be valid for six (6) months from the date of 

issuance or, if issued simultaneously with building permits for a new or modified structure or other 

site improvements, until such time as the structure or other improvements receive a final inspection 

or certificate of occupancy. 

 

 (12) Validity of Master and Uniform Signage Plans.  Approved Master and Uniform Signage Plans 

shall be valid for as long as they are compliant with the provisions of this ordinance, including any 

future amendments to this ordinance. 

 

 (13) Assignment of Sign Permits.  A current and valid sign permit that does not also require a valid 

license agreement shall be freely assignable to a successor as owner of the property provided there 

are no changes made to the sign that would require a permit as per the provisions of this section. 

 

 (14) Amendments.  Approved sign permits and Master or Uniform signage may be amended by 

submitting a new application in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

 

 (15) Expiration of Sign Permit.  A sign permit shall expire immediately upon a finding of the 

administrator of any of the following: 

 

   a. The sign has not been constructed in accordance with the sign permit and the sign owner has 

failed to correct all deficiencies after being provided one hundred eight (180) days notice to 

do so by the administrator; 

    

   b. The sign is unsafe due to damage or a lack of maintenance and has not been repaired after 

being provided one hundred eighty (180) days notice to do so by the administrator; 

 

   c.  The business the sign advertises has not operated for more than one hundred eighty (180) 

days on the lot of record on which the sign is located; 

 

   d.  The product the sign advertises has not been available for more than one hundred eighty 

(180) days; and/or 

 

   e.  The event the sign advertises occurred more than one hundred eighty (180) days in the past. 
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 (16) Removal of Signs.  Upon the expiration of a sign permit, the sign face shall be removed or covered.  

Within one year of the expiration of a sign permit, all supporting poles, brackets, guy wires, frames, 

boxes and similar appurtenant members shall be removed. 

 

 (17) Appeals of Action.  Appeals of any action by the administrator on a sign permit or Master or 

Uniform Signage Plan may be submitted as per Sec. 3-2113 of this ordinance. 

 

SEC. 3-2111. NON-CONFORMING SIGNS AND SIGNS WITHOUT PERMITS. 
 

 A sign that would be permitted under this ordinance only with a sign permit, but which was in existence prior 

to adoption of this ordinance or on a later date when the property is annexed to the City, and which was constructed in 

accordance with the ordinances and other applicable laws in effect on the date of its construction, but due to its size, 

height, location, design or construction does not conform with the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed a legal, 

non-conforming sign. Such signs may remain in place and be maintained for an indefinite period of time provided no 

modifications are made, other than to the face of a sign, that necessitate the issuance of a sign permit as per Section 3-

2110 of this ordinance.  Modifications that necessitate a sign permit shall result in the loss of the legal, non-conforming 

status of the sign and require its immediate full compliance with all provisions of this ordinance. 

SEC. 3-2112.      AMORTIZATION OF NON-CONFORMING SIGNS. 

    

 This section reserved for future use. 

 

SEC. 3-2113. APPEALS AND VARIANCES. 
 

 (1)  Jurisdiction.  The Plan Commission is hereby vested with the following jurisdiction and authority: 

 

   a. To hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement, decision, or 

determination made by any person charged with the ministration of this ordinance, except 

appeals relating to construction which shall be taken to the Building Board of Appeals or the  

    Electrical Appeals Board.  The Plan Commission may reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, 

or may modify or amend the order,  requirement, decision or determination appealed from, 

so long as supported by substantial evidence and so long as such Plan Commission decision 

is compliant in all terms with this ordinance and the standards and requirements set forth 

herein.  To accomplish its charge, the Plan Commission shall also have all the powers and 

responsibilities of the officer from whom the appeals are taken. 
 

   b. To hear and decide all matters referred to it or upon which it is required to pass under this 

ordinance. 
 

   c. To hear and pass upon applications for variations from a strict application of this ordinance, 

in the manner and subject to the standards set out in Section 3-2113(8). 
 

   d.  All decisions and findings of the Plan Commission, on appeal, or upon  application for a 

variation after a hearing, shall, in all instances, be final administrative determinations and 

shall be subject to the Illinois Administrative Review Law, found generally at 735 ILCS 5/3- 

     101 et seq. 
 

 (2)  Right of Appeal. 
 

   a.  Any person aggrieved by any ruling of any person charged with the administration of this 

ordinance may take an appeal to the appropriate appeal board:  Plan Commission, Building 

Board of Appeals, or Electrical Appeals Board. 
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   b.  Appeals taken from requests relating to construction shall be filed with the building official 

or the electrical inspector, as the case may be, and shall be subject to the procedures 

established by those respective boards and are not subject to the provisions of this 

ordinance. 
 

 (3)  Hearing of Appeals. 
 

   a.  Any appeal to the Plan Commission shall be taken within thirty-five (35) days after the 

decision appealed is made and shall be filed with the department of planning and 

development as clerk for the Plan Commission.  A notice of appeal shall specify the grounds 

therefore, together with any other information as may be necessary. 
 

   b.  Such appeal shall be reasonably taken upon forms provided by the Plan Commission.  The 

clerk shall transmit to the Commission all of the papers constituting the record upon which 

the action appealed was taken. 
 

   c.  The Plan Commission shall fix a reasonable time and place for the hearing of appeals and 

shall give notice thereof to the persons appealing and to the officer from whom the appeal is 

taken.  It shall hear and decide the appeal within a reasonable time.  At the hearing, parties 

of interest may appear in person or by agent or attorney. 
 

 (4)  Stay of Proceedings.  The appeal shall stay all proceedings and furtherance of the action appealed 

from unless the building official or electrical inspector certifies to the Plan Commission, after notice 

of appeal has been filed with said official or inspector, that by reason of facts stated in the certificate,  

stay would in said official’s or inspector’s opinion cause imminent peril to life or property.  In such a 

case, the proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which may be granted 

by the Plan Commission or by a Court of Record on application, with notice to the officer from 

whom the appeal is taken and all due causes shown. 

 

 (5)  Decisions on Appeal.  In exercising its powers, the Plan Commission may, upon the concurring vote 

of a majority of the members present that have achieved a quorum for the purpose of holding said 

hearing, reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, or may modify or amend the order, requirement, 

decision or determination appealed from, so long as supported by substantial evidence and so long as 

such Plan Commission decision is compliant in all terms with this ordinance and the standards and 

requirements set forth herein.  To accomplish its charge, the Plan Commission shall also have all the 

powers and responsibilities of the officer from whom the appeals are taken. 

 
 (6)  Application for Variance and Notice of Hearing.  An application for a variance authorized by this 

section shall be filed with the department of planning and development as clerk for the Plan 

Commission.  The application shall be in such form and shall contain such information as the 

Commission shall prescribe by general rule.  Upon receiving an application for a variation, the 

Commission shall, according to its rules of procedure, fix a reasonable time for a public hearing 

thereon and give notice of same by regular mail to all interested parties as described and defined by 

City policy. 

 

 (7)  Fee.  Any application for a variance shall be accompanied by a fee as shall be approved from time to 

time by the City Council. 

  

 (8)  Authorized Variances.   

 

   a.  The Plan Commission may vary the application of this ordinance in harmony with its 

general purpose and intent, in accordance with the procedure set forth herein, where there 

are practical difficulties or particular hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of 

any of the provisions of this ordinance.  Any such variance shall be granted only after a 

public hearing before the Plan Commission. 



ADVERTISING AND SIGNS 

 

Supplement No. 12 

3-23 

 

   b.  A variance may be granted only when special circumstances are found to be present.  The 

Plan Commission shall consider the application for a variance based on the following 

special circumstances and criteria: 

 

     1.  The variance request involves special circumstances relating to size, shape, 

topography, location or surroundings affect the property referred to in the 

application, when denial of said application would cause unreasonable or necessary 

hardship. 

 

     2. That in granting the variance, said sign will not cause substantial injury to the value 

of other property in the vicinity nor be detrimental to the public safety or welfare 

and the neighborhood in which it is located.  

 

     3.  Off-site or on-site conditions exist which mitigate the adverse impacts, if any, 

created by granting the variance. 

 

     4.  In addition, the Commission may include conditions on the site where the sign is to 

be located if such conditions are necessary to preserve the character and integrity of 

the neighborhoods affected by the proposed sign and mitigate any adverse impacts 

which arise in connection with the approval of the variance. 

 

 (9)  Decisions on Variances.  In exercising its powers, the Plan Commission may, upon the concurring 

vote of a majority of the members present that have achieved a quorum for the purpose of holding 

said hearing, grant the requested variance in whole, in part, or with such narrowly construed or 

narrowly tailored conditions as are absolutely necessary to meet the purpose and intent of this 

ordinance or deny the variance.  

 

 (10) Validity of Approved Variance.  Unless approved otherwise by the Plan Commission, an applicant 

shall have six (6) months to submit a complete application for a sign permit or Master or Common 

Signage Plan consistent with the approved variance.  Failure to do so without receiving an extension 

from the Plan Commission shall result in the expiration of the approved variance. 

 

 (11) Special Exception for Installation of a Non-Conforming Sign. 

 

  a. In addition to the Plan Commission’s ability to consider and grant variances as prescribed in 

the preceding section, the Plan Commission may also grant a special exception for non-

conforming signs.  The purpose of the special exception is to set forth a procedure whereby 

the Plan Commission may grant approval to an applicant to install a non-conforming sign 

when the applicant is able to demonstrate that two (2) or more of the following situations are 

present: 

 

   1. The proposed non-conforming sign is replacing an existing non-conforming sign 

and reducing the non-conforming sign’s size by at least ten percent (10%) and does 

not increase any other existing non-conformity or create any other new non-

conformities. 

 

   2. The proposed non-conforming sign is replacing an existing non-conforming sign 

and reducing the non-conforming sign’s height by at least ten percent (10%) and 

does not increase any other existing non-conformity or create any other new non-

conformities. 

 

   3. The proposed non-conforming sign is reducing the overall number of freestanding 

signs by at least twenty-five percent (25%) and the proposed non-conforming sign 
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does not exceed any size or location requirement by more than twenty percent 

(20%). 

 

   4. The proposed non-conforming sign is part of a sign standardization package where 

multiple signs will exhibit standards of consistency as identified in Section 3-

2109(3).  

 

  b. Application for and notice of hearing for a special exception for the installation of a non-

conforming sign shall be as described in Section 3-2003(6). 

 

  c. In exercising its powers, the Plan Commission may, upon the concurring vote of a majority 

of the members present, grant or deny the requested special exception for the installation of 

a non-conforming sign based on the application of the criteria specified in 3-2113(11)(a); 

provided that said request is otherwise consistent and in harmony with the general purpose 

and intent of this ordinance. 

   

SEC. 3-2114. VIOLATIONS. 
 

 Any of the following shall be a violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to the enforcement remedies 

and penalties provided by this ordinance, by other applicable provisions of the Moline Code of Ordinances and by state 

law: 

 

 (1)  To install, create, erect, or maintain any sign in a way that is inconsistent with any plan or permit 

governing such sign or the lot of record on which the sign is located; 

 

 (2)   To install, create, erect, or maintain any sign requiring a permit without such a permit; 

 

 (3)  To install, create, erect, or maintain any sign in a way that is inconsistent with any plan or permit 

governing such sign or the lot of record on which sign is located; 

 

 (4)  To fail to remove any sign that is installed, created, erected or maintained in violation of this 

ordinance, or for which the sign permit has lapsed; or 

 

 (5)  To continue any such violation.  Each such day of a continued violation shall be considered a 

separate violation when applying the penalty portions of this ordinance. 

 

 (6)  Each sign installed, created, erected, or maintained in violation of this ordinance shall be considered 

a separate violation when applying the penalty portions of this ordinance. 

 

SEC. 3-2115. ENFORCEMENT AND REMEDIES. 
 

(1)  This ordinance shall be administered by the department of planning and development.  Upon a 

presentation of proper credentials, duly authorized representatives may enter at reasonable times any 

building, structure, or premises in the City to perform any duty imposed on them by this ordinance. 

 

 (2)  Any violation or attempted violation of this ordinance or of any condition or requirement adopted 

pursuant hereto may be restrained, corrected or abated, as the case may be, by injunction or other 

appropriate proceedings pursuant to state law.  A violation of this ordinance shall be considered 

a violation of the zoning ordinance of the City.  The remedies of the City include, but are not limited to, 

the following: 

 

     a. Issuing a stop-work order for any and all work on any signs on the same lot of record; 
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  b.  Seeking an injunction or other order of restraint or abatement that requires the removal of 

the sign(s) or the correction of the nonconformity; 

 

  c.  Imposing any penalties that can be imposed directly by the City under the zoning ordinance; 

 

  d.  Seeking in court the imposition of any penalties that can be imposed by such court under the 

zoning ordinance; and 

 

    e.  In the case of a sign that poses an immediate danger to the public health or safety, taking 

such measures as are available to the City under the applicable provisions of the zoning 

ordinance and building code for such circumstances. 

 

  f.  The City shall reserve the right to process any violations of this ordinance via 

 Administrative Code proceedings, pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Moline Code of 

 Ordinances. 

 

 (3) The City shall have such other remedies as are and as may from time to time be provided for or 

allowed by law, ordinance, rule, or regulation for the violation of the zoning ordinance. 

 

(4)   All such remedies provided herein shall be cumulative.  To the extent that state law may limit the 

availability of a particular remedy set forth herein for a certain violation or a part thereof, such 

remedy shall remain available for other violations or other parts of the same violation. 

  

SEC. 3-2116.  SEVERABILITY. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 

invalid; such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City Council hereby 

declares that it would have adopted the ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word 

thereof without incorporation in this ordinance of any such invalid section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 

word.   
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