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Status & Information Report 

To:   Mayor & City Council 

Department:  Utilities 

Month:   May 2022 

 

Rock River Valley Regional Sewer System IGA/South Slope Facilities Planning 

CATEGORY: Departmental Goal – regulatory compliance (budgeted) 

Staff met with East Moline and Coal Valley in April to review the facilities planning work recently completed by 

Strand Associates.  Both Communities were understanding of the new regulatory requirements and 

understanding of the recommendations made by the study.  The next steps are to finalize a draft of the 

RRVRSS IGA for review by each participant and then negotiate any potential changes.  Regional system 

finances and rate discussions would then follow. 

Water Consumer Confidence Report – Art Contest 

CATEGORY: Departmental Goal – regulatory compliance (budgeted) 

Utilities Lab staff are finalizing the consumer confidence report, which is the required reporting on drinking 

water safety from the previous year.  The department has a history of conducting an art contest amongst 3rd 

grade students throughout Moline.  Lab staffers (along with mascot Misty) made visits to several Moline 

elementary schools in April to award individual school winners. The 2022 winner was presented to City Council 

on April 26th at the COW meeting along with the proclamation for Drinking Water Week.  CCR reports will be 

distributed to customers in late May/early June. 

Wastewater Treatment Operations – City of Colona, IL 

CATEGORY: Departmental Goal – regionalism (unbudgeted) 

The Mayor of Colona, IL has reached out to Moline staff as they respond to the loss of their certified 

wastewater operator.  Colona has an interim plan in place to use a contract operator to complete required 

regulatory reporting.  Colona doesn’t prefer to use contract operators long term.  Colona has requested that 

Moline provide a proposal for operation of their class 2 activated sludge facility that has an average flow of 

300,000 gallons per day.  Staff began preparation of a proposal in April and expects to complete the proposal 

in early May.    

Sewer Camera Training 

CATEGORY: Departmental Goal – mapping sewer laterals (budgeted) 

The first year of operation of  the lateral launch camera system has been frustrating.  Staff has continued to 

deal with numerous software bugs and equipment fixes related to the camera.  In April, two staff members 

trekked to Indiana for training to improve efficiency and productivity with the camera. 
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Hydrant Flushing 

CATEGORY: Departmental Goal – regulatory compliance (budgeted) 

Water distribution staff planned at the end of April for completion of spring hydrant flushing which will begin 

in early May.  Planning includes developing maps, training staff, and hiring seasonal employees.  The purpose 

of the flushing is twofold: 1. It ensures the hydrants are available for firefighting by performance of necessary 

maintenance; and 2. It induces higher than normal flows through the system to scour accrued sediments from 

the water distribution system. 

Outside Customer Annexations 

CATEGORY: Council Directive  

Staff met twice in April in attempt to develop plans to pursue the annexation of extra-jurisdictional utility 

customers.  The first letters to water/sewer customers, which are outside the current municipal boundaries 

are expected to go out in April.  The correspondence communicates the requirement within the code as well 

as includes the necessary petition to complete the annexation. Staff will keep council posted as this moves 

forward. 

 

    


