Get flood insurance
FACT: A Structure in a flood hazard area has a 26% chance
of total flood loss over a 30-year period, the life of a typical mortgage. Standard property insurance policies DO NOT
cover flood damage. The entire building value can be lost
with a single flood.

Flood Warnings
Moline does not have a flood warning system in place. Some
floods resulting from heavy rains upstream may be predictable in advance and enable residents to prepare or evacuate. However, flash floods resulting from heavy local rains
and runoff aren’t as predictable. The City encourages its residents to listen to local news radio and television stations for
flood warnings and prepare accordingly. Monitor river levels
and flood warnings at http://water.weather.gov. Always cooperate with emergency officials and rescue personnel!
Flood Coverage Facts
• Standard property insurance policies do not cover flood damage.
• Everyone lives in a flood zone. Whereever it rains, it can flood.

The City of Moline participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Flood insurance is available for all Moline residents and is required for all properties located within
a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) that receive a loan from
a Federally regulated or insured lender. If you do not have
flood insurance, talk to your insurance agent. Renters can
also obtain insurance for contents and belongings. NOTE:
There is a 30-day waiting period before coverage becomes
effective.

Build Responsibly
A floodplain development authorization must be obtained
from the Planning & Development Department for any and
all development within a flood hazard area. Improvements to
a structure which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value, tracked cumulatively, requires protection from the base
flood, which is typically achieved by elevating the structure.
Similarly, any building that is damaged by more than 50% of
its market value must also comply with current regulations.
For more information please see Section 13-1101(6) of Moline’s Floodplain Development Code. A Floodplain Development Authorization Form is also available at Moline.il.us.

• A structure in a flood hazard area has a 26% chance of flood damage during a 30-year mortgage, as compared to a 10% chance of
fire.
• The entire building can be lost with a single flood.

Drainage System Maintenance
The City of Moline Public Works Department clears and
maintains its stormwater basins, inlets, pipes, and pumps.
It does not maintain ravines, ditches, and waterways on private property. The City encourages its residents to keep such
areas free of debris to maintain carrying capacity and reduce
blockages that contribute to flooding.
Dumping and placing debris in ravines, ditches, and waterways is prohibited. Local ordinances restrict the release of
any items other than uncontaminated stormwater into the
drainage system and natural waterways. Questions about
dumping enforcement may be directed to the Environmental
Manager at 309-524-2363.

Contact:
Ryan Berger
Planning & Development
Department
Local Floodplain Manager
619 16th Street
Moline, IL 61265
Office: (309) 524-2050
Fax: (309) 524-2031
Email:
rberger@moline.il.us

Erica Williams
Engineering Department
Environmental Manager
3635 4th Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
Office: (309) 524-2363
Email: ewilliams@moline.il.us
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The Mississippi River, the Rock River, and their tributaries
are the primary sources of flooding in Moline. All properties
located near these waterways and in low-lying areas are subject to flooding due to heavy rain, snow melt, and ice jams.
Storm water systems can become overwhelmed or fail due
to blockages or power outages, flooding streets and drainage ways. High river levels can quickly inundate a property
and damage buildings or put life at risk.

FLOOD

SAFETY
Protect Your Property
The following measures may reduce damage to flood susceptible properties:
• Demolish the building or relocate it out of harm’s way.
• Elevate the building above the flood level.
• Elevate damage-prone components such as the furnace and air
conditioning system.
• Dry floodproof the building so water cannot get in.

Natural & Beneficial Functions
Watercourses and floodplains that are relatively undisturbed
limit stormwater and flood damage, improve water quality,
reduce soil erosion, protect habitats, and provide aesthetic
and recreational benefits. Floodplain lands and adjacent waters combine to form a complex, dynamic physical and biological system found nowhere else. When portions of floodplains are preserved in or restored to their natural state, they
provide many benefits to human and natural systems. These
benefits also include minimizing non-point water pollution.
For example, by allowing floodwater to slow down, sediments settle out, thus maintaining water quality. The natural
vegetation filters out impurities and uses excess nutrients.
Such natural processes cost far less money than it would take
to build facilities to correct flood, stormwater, water quality,
and other community problems.
Moline’s zoning and flood protection standards have been
crafted to protect and preserve these natural areas. For additional information on Natural Resources, please visit our
webpage, www.moline.il.us.

Be sure to follow these important flood safety rules to reduce risks during a flood:

• Wet floodproof portions of the building so water pressure won’t
cause damage.

Don’t drive through a flooded area. More people drown in
cars than anywhere else. The water depth and road condition are always unknown. Vehicles can be swept away in only
18 to 24 inches of water.

• Construct a berm or grade your yard to redirect drainage away
from the building.

Don’t walk through floodwaters. Flood currents are also deceptive. Adults can be swept off their feet in only 6 inches
of water.

Financial Assistance
The following funding sources may be available for property
protection measures:
• FEMA or Illinois State mitigation program (pre-flood, qualifying
properties only)

Avoid electrical lines and equipment. Electrocution is the
second leading cause of death during floods. Turn off power
at your service panel. Electrical current will travel through
flood water.

• NFIP flood insurance

Be alert to gas leaks. Turn off gas to your house before a
flood. If you smell gas, report it to your gas company and
avoid open flames.

Contact the Moline Building Division (309-524-2370, 3635
4th Avenue) prior to making any improvements to obtain applicable building permits.

Don’t use gas engines or fires indoors during power outages. These pose risk of carbon monoxide poisoning and
house fires.
Clean anything that has been wet. Flood water will be contaminated with sewage, oil, gasoline, and a variety of chemicals that post severe health risks.
For more information on flood safety please visit tadd.weather.gov.

• NFIP Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) benefit for substantially
damaged structures

We Can Help!

The City of Moline is also available to assist with drainage
and flooding problems and/or questions.
For drainage assistance contact Environmental Manager,
Erica Williams at 309-524-2363. For flooding assistance,
con-tact Land Development Manager, Ryan Berger at
309-524-2050.
(360-PPA)

